THE EVIDENCE OF THE  PLAYS
If it be accepted, as well it may, that these
words were addressed by Edward de Vere
(Hamlet) to his cousin Sir Horace (Horatio), they
bear their full significance. Edward de Vere
for some time previous to 1604 had been failing
in health, and possibly had realised a warning
that his days were numbered. This premonition
is shown in such sonnets, written about that time,
as:
7*
No longer mourn for me when I am dead
Than you shall hear the surly, sullen bell
Give warning to the world that I am fled
From this vile world, with vilest worms to dwell.
72
That time of year thou mayst in me behold
When yellow leaves, or none, or few, do Hang
Upon those boughs that shake against the cold,
Bare ruin'd choirs, where late the sweet birds sang.
In me thou see'st the twilight of such day
As after sunset fadeth in the west:
Which by and by black night doth take away
Death's second self, that seals up all in rest.
The following inferences are reasonable:
i. That the evidence of the life, education
and accomplishments of Edward de Vere point
to a personality which can be identified as
"Shakespeare.33
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